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“And this is the commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.” 1 John 4: 21

Sunday - July 11, 2010

Heart to Heart...

I would like to share a word to our parents with children at home. When Zacharias and Elizabeth had
John, the people were astonished at his name because no one in the family ever had that name. The
question arose: "What then will this child turn out to be?" (Luke 1:66) Well, he would be a Jew,
wouldn't he? In most cases yes but in this case he was one to prepare the way for the Messiah.

If I were to ask you, "What kind of child will your son/daughter turn out to be?" What would you say
in response? "I don't know! I hope they..."? Many have no expectations of their children in regard to
their spiritual well-being. It reveals the tragic state of the parent’s spiritual lives. The influence for the
Lord many times is just not there. The world can have an effect on our children but the most profound
effect is found in the home, or at least it should be. Parents, the first six years of your child is the most
influential and sets most of their attitudes for the rest of their lives!

Too many homes are mere filling stations today. People come and go, passing one another in the
kitchen from time to time, lives are filled with televisions and videos and it seems to be the same day in
and day out. We need hands on attention from our parents. "*A wise woman builds her house, but the
foolish tear it down with her own hands.” (Prov. 14:1) When Joseph's brothers revealed their youngest
brother was at home with their father, the brothers expressed to Joseph that the youngest one’s life was
bound up in the life of his father (Gen. 44:30). Bound how? Serving the Lord! What a wonderful
thought. That’s a godly father.

Parents work hard and sometimes over-extend themselves each week. Weekends are tied up with
golf, fishing, hunting, sports, cleaning or shopping. Many children spend more time in day-care than
they do with their own parents. | am not saying that having a safe, responsible place for our children to
go during the week is bad but many parents seem to push away their responsibilities even further with
all the entertainment, distractions and business. Titus speaks of young mothers loving their children,
being workers at home and loving their husband "so that the word of God will not be dishonored.” (Tit.
2:4-5) Fathers are told to bring up their children in the instruction and discipline of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).
What's the point? The home, the family is where the attention should be and the home should be focused
on serving the Lord.

Samuel's training started as soon as he was weaned! Josiah was taught to seek the Lord as a little boy
(11 Chron. 34). The psalmist learned to trust God and walk with God from his youth (Psa. 71). Jesus was
about His Father's business from his childhood (Luke 2). Just "going to church” will not train your
children in the ways of the Lord or teach them to have a heart for the Lord. Time and effort spent,
teaching and instructing from a father and mother, teaching their children to love the Lord, follow His
ways from their 'babyhood' is what is needed. Too many are teaching their children the ways of the
world and not the ways of the Lord.

Pause and take note of what you are doing with your children. Let me ask you, "What kind of
son/daughter will your child turn out to be?" Think about it!!!
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